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University To Host TenthInternational Congress on Animal Reproduction
A  unique educational opportunity for veterinarians 
will be hosted on the University of Illinois campus this 
summer. Over 1,000 people from at least 50 countries 
are expected to attend the Tenth Congress on Animal 
Reproduction and Artificial Insemination from June
10 to 14. Dr. William Wagner, head of the college’s 
department of veterinary biosciences, is general 
secretary for the Congress. Wrapping up the details of 
the Congress has consumed much of his time in recent 
months. Another UI faculty member, Dr. Glenn 
Salisbury, professor emeritus of dairy science and 
former head of the Agriculture Experiment Station, 
will preside over the 1984 Congress. Salisbury was 
among the founders of the Congress.
The meeting will be a “first” for both the United 
States and the University of Illinois, since the Congress 
has never been held in this country before. 
Champaign-Urbana now joins a prestigious interna­
tional list of cities—Milan, Copenhagen, Cambridge, 
The Hague, Trento, Paris, Munich, Krakow and 
Madrid—that have hosted the Congress.
The Congress was originally formed after World War
11 to help restore animal production in Europe through 
scientific research. Many of the people who founded itCollege Alumni
Hank Hannah, attorney from Texico, and Drs. Paul 
Leonard and Ralph Vinson, veterinarians from 
Winnetka and Oneida, received awards from the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine 
Alumni Association during the college’s 64th Annual 
Fall Conference for Veterinarians in Urbana.
Hannah received the Special Service Award which 
is given on an intermittent basis when the Alumni 
Association finds a recipient deserving of special 
recognition for service to the college and to the 
veterinary profession. For years, Hannah taught 
veterinary medical law at the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine. He also wrote for 
numerous journals on the subject as well as helped 
draft legislation. After his retirement from the Universi­
ty in 1971, Hannah has continued to serve the veteri­
nary profession as the Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association’s legal counsel.
Hannah graduated from the University of Illinois 
College of Agriculture with a B.S. degree in 1932. He 
went on to earn his LL.B. degree from the University 
of Illinois College of Law in 1935.
He put his law degree to work in agriculture, serving 
on the faculty of both the College of Agriculture and 
College of Veterinary Medicine as a professor of 
agricultural and veterinary medical law, respectively. 
He was instrumental in establishing an agricultural law 
program in the College of Agriculture, a development 
which soon took hold in other agricultural colleges in 
the nation and led to the formation of the American 
Agricultural Law Association.
Hannah wrote prolifically, having to his credit 
numerous books, book chapters, and journal articles. 
He wrote a newspaper series entitled, “Law on the 
Farm” which ran weekly for seven years.
During his career, Hannah was intimately involved 
with veterinary law through teaching, writing, speak­
ing, drafting legislation, and serving as legal counsel. 
He is currently practicing law in Jefferson County, 111.
Dr. Paul Leonard, a small animal practitioner in 
Evanston for the past 25 years, received the Alumni 
Association’s Service Award. This award is presented 
annually to a non-alumnus of the College of Veteri­
nary Medicine who has demonstrated by his actions 
devotion to the veterinary medical profession and has 
contributed significantly to the development of the 
College o f Veterinary Medicine at Urbana- 
Champaign. Dr. Leonard was chosen for the award 
on the basis of his strong support of a close relation­
ship between the Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association (ISVMA) and the College of Veterinary
were western Europeans, but the United States has 
always been a strong supporter of the Congress.
Since the first meeting in Milan, Italy, in 1948, the 
Congress has been held every four years, and it has 
continued to expand into a major scientific forum of 
worldwide proportions. Each meeting has tackled 
issues such as reproductive performance of domestic 
animals, and the genetic capacity of the world’s live­
stock population.
The Congress is not organized or controlled by any 
one nation. Seeking to remain non-political, it has 
thrived upon cooperation between governments and 
scientists from around the world.
In addition to Drs. Wagner and Salisbury, the local 
organizing committee for the 1984 Congress includes 
Drs. Borje Gustafsson and Gary Jackson from the 
College of Veterinary Medicine and Drs. Philip Dziuk, 
W. R. Gomes and Charles Graves from the College of 
Agriculture. Sixteen scientists from around the world 
served on the scientific advisory committee with Dr. 
Kenneth McEntee of the college as a member of that 
prestigious group.
The three plenary sessions of the Congress will be 
held on the neuroendocrine system, gametes and em-
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Medicine while he served as president of the ISVM A in 
1982.
Dr. Leonard has also actively served the veterinary 
profession in other ways, including the presidency of 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association, being ac­
tive on a variety of ISVM A committees, providing 
veterinary consulting services to Evanston Hospital’s 
Research Department and to St. Francis Hospital in 
Evanston, and being an active member of organiza­
tions such as the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, the American Animal Hospital Associa­
tion, the American Veterinary Radiological Society, 
and the Illinois Academy of Veterinary Practice.
Dr. Leonard received his DVM degree from Iowa 
State University in 1957. He has practiced veterinary 
medicine in Evanston since graduation and currently 
owns the Bramer Animal Hospital.
Dr. Ralph Vinson, a self-employed veterinary swine 
consultant from Oneida, received the Award of Merit, 
which is presented annually to a graduate of the col­
lege who has made significant contributions to the pro­
gress of veterinary medicine as well as to good citizen­
ship and community service and has outstanding ac­
complishments in his field of work.
Dr. Vinson is a 1957 graduate of the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine. He has 
operated a swine practice at Oneida since graduation 
and has built his practice into a swine consultation 
practice. His clients are located throughout the 
Midwest and he pilots his own airplane to serve them 
more efficiently.
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bryos, and pathophysiology of the puerperium. 
Eleven symposia will be offered during the afternoons 
on topics ranging from pharmacologic control of 
reproduction to embryonic mortality to reproduction 
of sheep and goats to evaluation of reproduction.
Two evenings of the Congress will be devoted to 
workshops on another fourteen topics. These sessions 
are intended as informal exchanges of information and 
discussion sessions. The other evening will feature the 
Congress barbeque and a rodeo. The barbeque dinner 
will be partially supported by the Illinois Pork Pro­
ducers Association and the National Pork Producers 
Council. Sessions for spouses and children also have 
been planned. The Congress will be held in the 
University’s beautiful Krannert Center for the Perform­
ing Arts with housing available across the street in the 
Illinois Street Residence Halls.
The Congress offers nearly 30 hours of continuing 
education credit for registrants. If you have additional 
questions about the program contact Dr. Wagner at 
the college (3526 Veterinary Medicine Basic Sciences 
Building, 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61801; 
telephone: 217/333-2506).
Veterinary Medicine Alumni Association president Dr. Kerry Tuttle (right) presents awards from left to right to Dr. Paul Leonard, Harold “Hank” Hannah, and Dr. Ralph Vinson.
He is a past president of the American Association 
of Swine Practitioners and was selected as Practitioner 
of the Year by that organization in 1980. He also 
received an award for outstanding contributions to the 
pork industry from the Knox County Pork Producers 
in 1978.
Dr. Vinson is a member of a variety of professional 
organizations, including the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association, the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, and the American Society of Agricultural 
Consultants. He has actively promoted the veterinary 
profession, giving continuing education lectures on 
swine not only to veterinarians and producers in the 
United States, but in Canada, Great Britain, and 
Mexico as well. He serves as contributing editor of 
Diseases o f Swine and contributes a monthly health 
column to H og Farm Management.
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Thumbnail Biographical SketchesEight Join Faculty During School Year
Dr. Bane Dr. Campbell Dr. Goetz
Dr. David P. Bane is an assistant professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine. A  1978 graduate of the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Dr. Bane joined the theriogenology and field service 
section before the start of the school year. His primary 
responsibilities are with the college’s swine program 
and his research interests include infectious and non- 
infectious reproduction problems of swine. From 1978 
until 1982, he participated in a postdoctoral training 
program at the University of Minnesota and received a 
PhD in large animal clinical sciences. Immediately 
prior to joining the UI staff, Dr. Bane practiced at 
Carthage, Illinois for a year.
o
Dr. Val R. Beasley formally joined the faculty before 
the start of the second semester when he completed 
his PhD program in toxicology. Dr. Beasley is an assis­
tant professor of veterinary biosciences. A  1972 
graduate of Purdue University School of Veterinary 
Medicine, he practiced for two years in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey before starting his own small animal prac­
tice in Dayton, Ohio. Four years later, he accepted a 
fellowship in toxicology at the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine. His research efforts at 
Illinois have included projects on acute ethylene glycol 
toxicosis in dogs, the effect of Fusarium moniliforme 
as a feed refusal toxin affecting cattle, and toxicokine­
tics and toxicodynamics of T -2 toxin in swine and cat­
tle. The T-2 toxin work served as the basis of Dr. 
Beasley’s PhD thesis. While working on his graduate 
program, he has also been actively involved in the tox­
icology hot line and toxicology field investigation ser­
vice of the college.
o
Dr. Karen L. Campbell is an assistant professor of 
small animal medicine. She graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1979 and then served an 
internship at Auburn and a three year residency at the 
University of Georgia where she completed an M.S. 
degree in clinical pathology. A  diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine, she 
will be specializing in dermatology and small animal 
gastroenterology at the University of Illinois. Her 
primary research interest is in developing an ELISA 
method to detect canine antibodies to red blood cells 
and platelets.
o
Dr. Thomas Goetz is assistant professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine in the equine section. A  
1979 graduate of the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine, he completed an internship and 
residency at the University of Missouri. He received 
their Graduate Student Teaching Award for excel­
lence in teaching for 1981-82. After completing his 
training, Dr. Goetz joined the staff at Missouri as assis­
tant professor of equine internal medicine. His re­
search efforts at Missouri included surgical correction 
of cribbing, hematology of foaling mares, potassium 
depletion in the horse, and angiographic changes in 
the feet of horses with laminitis.
o
Dr. Elizabeth H. Jeffery is an assistant professor in 
veterinary biosciences. Before joining the UI staff in 
environmental toxicology, Dr. Jeffery was an assistant 
professor of pharmacology at the University of Min­
nesota where she had been a member of the faculty 
since receiving her PhD in biochemistry from the 
University of London in 1972. Her research ex­
perience includes work in drug metabolism, enzyme 
kinetics, heavy metal toxicology and trace metal 
metabolism.
o
Dr. Donald J. McKenna is a visiting assistant pro­
fessor in the theriogenology and field services section 
of veterinary clinical medicine. A  1954 graduate of 
Iowa State University, he practiced for 25 years in 
Mallard and Cascade, Iowa before returning to Iowa 
State for post doctoral training. Dr. McKenna held 
numerous offices in several Iowa veterinary associa­
tions while practicing. On his return to ISU, he worked
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in the diagnostic laboratory, the field service section 
and the theriogenology section. He received his 
masters degree in therio in 1981 and sat for the therio 
boards in May, 1983. With vast experience in cattle 
and swine herd health, Dr. McKenna has primary 
responsibilities in the development of field teaching 
and research programs.
o
Dr. Susan McLaughlin is assistant professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine in the ophthalmology sec­
tion. A  resident at the college since 1980, she was ap­
pointed to her new position upon completion of the 
residency. Dr. McLaughlin received her DVM from 
Purdue in 1977 and then continued her. training at 
Texas A  & M and Cornell. She recently became a 
diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists.
o
Dr. Gale D. Taylor is director of laboratory animal 
resources and a visiting assistant professor. A  1957 
graduate of the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Taylor was director of tox­
icology at Toxigenics, Inc. before joining the faculty. 
Immediately after graduation, he practiced in 
Oakland, 111. for five years and then entered the Air 
Force. After a stint as chief of veterinary services at
Annual Veterinary Open House Set For April 14
Each year veterinary students at the University of Il­
linois College of Veterinary Medicine sponsor the 
Veterinary Medicine Open House so the public has a 
chance to learn about the profession and see the col­
lege’s facilities. This year they’ve set Saturday, April 
14th as the date for Veterinary Medicine Open House.
The theme will be “Animal Health: A  Cooperative 
Effort.” Veterinary students will stress ways that 
animal owners can work with their veterinarians to 
keep their pets and/or livestock healthy. Numerous 
exhibits will be set up to demonstrate a variety of 
animal care techniques.
Although the client-veterinarian relationship will be 
emphasized, the Open House will also provide infor­
mation and demonstrations about the veterinary pro­
fession. As a result, the event is not only informative to 
members of the public who are curious about 
veterinary medicine, but provides information for high 
school or college students who are interested in a 
veterinary career.
Due to health precautions—both for client animals 
and visitors—the college’s veterinary hospital facilities 
are open to the public only during the annual Open 
House. Many people attend just so they can view the 
ordinarily off-limits clinics.
Admission to Veterinary Medicine Open House is 
free. The event takes place at the Veterinary Medical 
Teaching Hospital on South Lincoln Avenue in Ur- 
bana. The facilities will remain open from 9:00 am 
through 4:00 pm during Open House.
A  brochure listing the times of special Open House 
demonstrations is available. Those who are interested 
can request a copy of the brochure from Todd Harris, 
VM I, Open House Public Relations, c/o Veterinary 
Extension, 2938 Veterinary Medicine Basic Sciences 
Building, 2001 S. Lincoln, Urbana, IL 61801 or by 
calling Tania Banak at 217/333-2907.
Refreshments will be sold during Open House for 
the benefit of those who would like to spend an entire 
day.
Olmsted Air Force Base, he completed a residency in 
lab animal medicine at the USAF School of Aerospace 
Medicine and Texas A  & M. Dr. Taylor spent two 
years as a pharmacologist and toxicologist in­
vestigating the biological effects of space cabin con­
taminants required before the first Apollo Mission. 
From 1967 to 1968 he was chief of veterinary services 
at an air base in Thailand and then returned to Brooks 
AFB in Texas a chief of the veterinary education 
branch at the USAF School of Aerospace Medicine. 
From 1971 to 1974, he completed an MPH and PhD 
at the University of Minnesota. Over the next four 
years, he held positions as chief of the veterinary 
ecology and toxicology division of the USAF En­
vironmental Health Lab and then Chief of the Envi­
ronmental Health Lab at Kelly AFB. In 1978 he 
became the first veterinarian to hold the position of 
vice commander of the USAF Occupational and En­
vironmental Health Laboratory at Brooks AFB in 
Texas. In June 1980, he became director of the toxic 
hazards division and deputy director of the Air Force 
Aerospace Medical Research Laboratory at Wright- 
Patterson AFB in Ohio.
Dr. Taylor is a diplomate of the American College of 
Laboratory Animal Medicine and a Fellow of the 
American College of Veterinary Toxicology.
Sponsors Sought For Pandora
Dear Illinois Alum:
You may remember the veterinary yearbook 
Pandora from your days as a veterinary student 
at the University of Illinois. You may still look 
back at it with fond memories. Unfortunately, 
the cost of production has increased to where we 
can not totally meet our costs with student sales 
and advertisements alone. This year, for the first 
time, we are seeking supplemental income 
through page sponsors. If you would like to con­
tribute, we are asking $25.00 for sole sponsor­
ship of a page or $15.00 to co-sponsor a page. 
The page could read:
Congratulations to the Class of 1 9 8 4 -  
Dr. John Doe
or
Congratulations to John Smith and the class of 
1984— Dr. John Doe
(if you know someone in the graduating class)
In fact, it could read just about any way you’d 
like it to.
W e would really appreciate your financial sup­
port so that the yearbook may continue as a 
chronicle of those memorable veterinary school 
days for years to come.
Please send your contribution payable to Pan­
dora to:
Carole Nicholson, Pandora 
c/o College of Veterinary Medicine 
244 Small Animal Clinic 
1008 West Hazelwood 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 61801
Carole Nicholson, Editor In Chief 
Pandora
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$2.4 Million Grant Supports Malaria Vaccine Development at the College
Editor’s Note: The following story, written by Amanda lies, was originally released through the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign News Bureau.
Researchers at the University of Illinois hope to turn 
a $2.4 million grant into a vaccine against malaria, 
which strikes about 200 million people worldwide 
each year.
The U. of I. researchers plan to capitalize on recent 
success with vaccines for an animal disease called 
babesiosis, once known as Texas cattle tick fever, that 
closely resembles malaria.
Dr. Miodrag Ristic, professor of veterinary 
pathobiology in the U. of I. College of Veterinary 
Medicine, will direct the malaria project.
Joining the U. of I. will be two French institutions: 
the Grenoble Medical School and Institute Merieux, a 
“ large human vaccine industrial power,” Ristic said.
The grant comes from the U.S. Agency for Inter­
national Development. Although malaria is not a 
serious problem to people living in the United States, it 
is considered by the World Health Organization to be 
the No. 1 infectious disease of humans worldwide, 
with deaths numbering between three and five million 
annually.
The United States is interested in the disease 
because many Americans travel to malaria zones each 
year, becoming vulnerable to the disease, Ristic said.
“ M oreover, when Am erican  soldiers are 
transplanted to areas endemic for this disease, as was 
the case in Vietnam, malaria becomes a greater 
menace than the enemy itself,” he said.
Malaria is caused by a blood protozoan parasite 
transmitted to humans by mosquitoes. The malaria cy­
cle — the cycle of the malaria-causing parasite both 
within the mosquito and within the human body — 
has been known for many years, but effective control 
still eludes scientists, Ristic said.
“ In 1955, the World Health Organization spread 
DDT all over the world,” he said. The DDT killed the 
mosquitoes that transmit the disease, but produced 
unwanted side effects.
“Now we know that DDT is toxic to humans, and 
the mosquitoes became resistant to it. Malaria in­
cidence now is as high as it was half a century ago,” 
Ristic said.
“The malaria parasite is known to rapidly develop 
drug resistance. In fact, there is no product on the 
market to which the parasite did not become 
resistant.”
Researchers at New York University recently 
reported success toward developing a laboratory 
model malaria vaccine, but with an approach different 
from that of the U. of I. researchers, Ristic said.
The key to the different approaches lies in the life 
cycle of the parasite that causes malaria.
The parasite develops and grows in the gut and 
salivary glands of mosquitoes, where it is said to be in 
a “sporozoite” phase. When the mosquito takes a 
blood meal — that is, when it bites an animal, often a 
human — the parasite is released into the animal’s 
bloodstream.
The parasite goes to the liver, where it grows for 10 
days without causing signs of disease. It leaves the 
liver and then invades red blood cells, where it can last 
for weeks or months, causing periodic bouts of 
sickness. The parasite is now in the “merozoite” 
phase.
Symptoms of malaria — which include high fever, 
sweating, chills, back pain and abdominal cramps — 
appear within 48 hours after the parasite gets into the 
red blood cells. The symptoms show up when the red 
blood cells burst, releasing the parasite into the 
bloodstream to infect a new batch of cells.
Because no drugs exist to combat malaria effective­
ly, vaccines are the next logical step, researchers say.
Vaccines work through injection of specific an­
tigens, which stimulate production of antibodies that in 
turn remove invading agents from the body. Antigens 
are proteins that lead to the formation of antibodies, 
and each organism capable of causing disease con­
tains a certain kind of antigen.
Vaccines contain antigens that have been separated 
from the toxic part of the organism. This way, a per­
son builds up a supply of antibodies to the specific 
organism without also suffering from the toxic effects 
of the disease. When the person is exposed again to 
the organism, the antibodies already in place can 
escort the infecting agent out of the body before the 
person becomes sick.
The NYU  researchers want to develop a vaccine to 
attack the parasite during the sporozoite stage, or the 
mosquito stage, to prevent the parasite from entering 
the bloodstream at all, Ristic said.
The U. of I. team will try to combat the disease by 
intervening at the merozoite stage, after the parasite 
has already entered the body, he said.
“We are not trying to prevent the disease, but to 
eliminate sickness and mortality,” Ristic said. “Our ap­
proach will be most effective, we think, with the major 
customers — those who live in endemic areas.”
In malaria zones, inhabitants are exposed continual­
ly to infectious mosquitoes. Some people build im­
munity naturally to the disease at an early age, but 
each year many children and adults die of malaria or 
suffer from the disease.
Trying to prevent these people from ever being in­
fected by the parasite responsible is impractical, Ristic 
said.
“ It amounts to an all-or-nothing solution,” he said. 
“ It would help some people, but for those who got the 
disease there would still be no way to help them.
“Preventing the disease by vaccination may turn out 
to work well for protecting visitors to malaria areas,” 
he said, “but not for people who are continually 
challenged by exposure to the parasite.”
Ristic said his idea is to allow the parasites to invade 
the body, but to disarm them before they can enter the 
red blood cells and begin causing symptoms. He plans 
to use information gained about babesiosis, a disease 
of animals that parallels malaria in many ways.
“W e discovered a surface coat on the babesiosis 
parasite, during the merozoite stage, that the parasite 
needs so it can find the receptor on the red blood cell 
surface.”
Without this surface coat, the parasite cannot enter 
the red blood cell, so can cause no sickness.
The researchers found that treating the agent to 
remove the surface coat rendered the naked parasite 
unable to enter the red blood cell. At this stage, the 
animal’s immune system took over to eliminate the 
helpless parasite from the body.
Already, Ristic and his colleagues have developed a 
vaccine based on the babesiosis vaccine principles that 
protects monkeys from getting malaria sickness.
Now he hopes to apply a similar technique toward 
malaria parasites in humans, he said.
Once a successful vaccine is developed by using 
culture-derived antigen, the researchers may turn to 
genetic engineering as a way of producing the quan­
tities of vaccine required for large-scale vaccinations.
AVMA Grant For Heartworm Test Development at Ul
The American Veterinary Medical Association 
recently provided Dr. Ronald D. Smith, associate pro­
fessor of veterinary pathobiology, with a $10,000 
grant to develop a different kind of heartworm detec­
tion test. Heartworms are parasites which reside in the 
dog’s heart as adults. The immature forms of heart- 
worms are passed from dog to dog via mosquitoes.
Ideally, dogs are tested for heartworms and if no im­
mature forms of the parasite are present in the blood­
stream, they are put on preventive medication. This 
medication will kill any immature heartworms that are 
introduced by mosquitoes. However, this preventive 
medication can harm a dog that harbors adult heart- 
worms because it may cause an allergic shock reaction.
Therefore, diagnosing heartworm is extremely im­
portant. A  dog with heartworms will receive different 
medication than one without the parasite. Yet in some 
dogs, the routine blood test may show them to be 
negative for heartworm while the animal itself shows 
all the signs associated with a heartworm infestation.
It’s in these difficult-to-diagnose cases that Dr. 
Smith’s test comes in handy. Rather than find the 
parasite itself, UI researchers will be testing the blood 
with an Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay 
(ELISA) which detects antibodies to heartworms.
However, since the antibodies are not always plenti­
ful, Dr. Smith plans to develop a variation of the test 
currently in use which will make use of specially pro­
duced monoclonal antibodies to detect antigens in the 
bloodstream. Dr. Smith hopes the antigens will be 
more plentiful and therefore easier to detect than the 
antibodies are.
Since the monoclonal antibodies are all identical, 
Dr. Smith expects different results than when antigens 
are introduced into an organism and many different 
types of cells respond to produce different antibodies. 
The monoclonal antibodies should give more consis­
tent results due to their uniformity.
Lowell Hager, head of the U. of I. biochemistry 
department, and his colleagues will look at genetic 
engineering techniques that, if a successful vaccine 
can be developed, would make production cheaper 
and simpler in the long run, Ristic said.
Ristic’s research team at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine consists of Mary Lynn Chilbert, a clinical im­
munologist and research associate in microbiology; 
Mark A. James, an immunochemist and visiting pro­
fessor in the Center for Zoonoses Research; John A. 
Shadduck, head of veterinary pathobiology, and Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt, a biochemist and professor of 
veterinary pathobiology.
They will continue to try to produce and purify a 
vaccine and continue their tests on monkeys.
Merieux, for its part of the project, will conduct safe­
ty tests on any products designed for human use.
Following these tests, the Grenoble Medical School 
plans to begin human volunteer studies in late 1985. 
The first tests will use populations of Europeans who 
have never been exposed to malaria, to see how the 
vaccine affects the immune system.
Later, immunized Europeans will be introduced to 
malaria regions in Africa to find out if the vaccine pro­
tects them against the sickness. Finally, if all the other 
tests work, the vaccine will be given to native popula­
tions in malaria regions.
“W e can protect monkeys against malaria very 
well,” Ristic said. “But you never know if something 
works until you get out in the field.
“ It can look good in monkeys, in culture, and so on, 
but the final test is with people who live in these 
malaria areas.”
NIH Supports Brain Damage Study
Dr. Dennis O ’Brien, a post-doctoral fellow at the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, 
recently received a $45,000 National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) fellowship. The two-year fellowship will 
enable Dr. O ’Brien to complete his research on the 
mechanisms of recovery following brain damage in the 
cat.
NIH, a branch of the Department of Health and 
Human Services in Washington, D.C., chooses its 
fellowship recipients from numerous research pro­
posals that are submitted nationwide. Dr. O ’Brien’s 
project is studying changes in brain chemistry follow­
ing cases of brain damage in cats. In cooperation with 
Professor Philip Teitelbaum of the University of Illinois 
psychology department, he is gathering information 
on how the brain functions, and especially how it 
recovers from damage. Using this knowledge, he will 
attempt to match the brain’s natural chemistry with 
drugs in order to speed the recovery process.
Datesto Remember
April 14 —Annual University of Illinois 
Veterinary Medicine Open House. 9 am -
4 pm, Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital, 
South Lincoln Avenue, Urbana. Contact Tania 
Banak (217/333-2907) for information.
May 5 —Dog Symposium. 2251 Veterinary 
Medicine Basic Sciences Building, University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, Urbana.
For more information, contact Dr. A1 Paul 
(217/333-2907).
May 13 —Graduation, University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine.
June 10-14 —Tenth International Congress 
on Animal Reproduction and Artificial In­
semination. Urbana. Contact Dr. William 
Wagner (217/333-2506) 3516 Veterinary
Medicine Basic Sciences Building.
October 4-5 —Annual College of Veteri­
nary Medicine Fall Conference. Wisconsin is 
the Saturday, October 6 football foe. Plan now 
to attend. Make your room reservations early 
and order football tickets as soon as they become 
available. Contact Dr. Dean Scoggins for further 
information (217/333-2907).
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College Briefs
Dr. Lloyd C. Helper, associate dean of student af­
fairs and professor of veterinary clinical medicine, was 
chosen as president-elect of the American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO ) during the 
group’s annual meeting in Chicago on Oct. 28-30. He 
will assume the presidency at the group’s next annual 
meeting in San Francisco in 1984. The ACVO  was 
formed in 1971 to encourage education, training and 
research in veterinary ophthalmology. The organiza­
tion’s ultimate goal is improving eye care. Members 
are selected on the basis of special post-graduate 
veterinary training including at least a two year 
residency in veterinary ophthalmology. Prospective 
members must also pass both written and oral ex­
aminations about ophthalmology. Dr. Helper is a 
charter diplomate of the ACVO . He is also a member 
of the American Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
and served as that group’s president in 1975-76.
o
Dr. Howard Whitmore, professor and head of food 
animal medicine and surgery, recently was elected 
secretary of the American College of Theriogenolo- 
gists (ACT) for a three year term. As a part of his 
duties, he will also serve as chairman of the organiza­
tion’s diplomate examination committee. The ACT 
was organized to advance knowledge, education and 
service in reproduction in animals. Dr. Whitmore has 
been a diplomate of the American College of Therio- 
genology since 1974.
o
Dr. Deoki N. Tripathy, professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, served as president of the 1983 
American Leptospirosis Research Conference. Dr. 
Tripathy presided over the 26th annual meeting of the 
group in Chicago on November 15, 16 and 17. The 
members of the Leptospirosis Research Conference 
meet each year to exchange their latest research find­
ings on the disease. The group is composed of univer­
sity researchers and personnel from biological com­
panies with interests in both human and animal 
aspects of the disease.
o
Dr. Joseph L. Dorner, professor of veterinary 
pathobiology and veterinary clinical medicine, recently 
returned from a six month sabbatical leave. Between 
July 1, 1983 and December 31, 1983, Dr. Dorner 
rewrote his clinical pathology teaching notes into a for­
malized text and visited clinical pathology laboratories 
around the Midwest. Dr. Dorner is currently searching 
for a publisher for his clinical pathology text. During 
his sabbatical, he visited clinical pathologists and their 
laboratories at Michigan State, Minnesota, Missouri 
and Purdue Universities.
o
Five Illini faculty have passed their board examinations 
and achieved Diplomate status in their respective 
groups in recent months. The Diplomates and their 
specialty areas are Dr. Karen Campbell in internal 
medicine, Dr. Paul Langner in laboratory animal 
medicine, Dr. Susan McLaughlin in ophthalmol­
ogy, Dr. Dennis O ’Brien in internal medicine with a 
subspecialty in neurology and Dr. William Tran- 
quilli in anesthesiology. There are twelve veterinary 
specialty boards with different routes of qualification in 
each. The American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine also includes sub-specialties in cardiology, 
dermatology, internal medicine and neurology. For in­
ternal medicine, diplomates must complete an intern­
ship and residency and submit to a general qualifying 
exam covering internal medicine of both large and 
small animals. Successful completion of the qualifier 
makes one eligible to take the certifying exam follow­
ing submission of case reports and recommendations 
from peers. For the lab animal test, requirements in­
clude experience, a qualifying exam and a certifying 
examination. In the ophthalmology specialty, five 
years of special training including two spent specifically 
on ophthalmology lead to a comprehensive written 
and oral exam on both large and small animal ophthal­
mology. Qualification for the anesthesiology boards 
requires three years of training and practical experi­
ence as well as qualifying and certifying examinations.
o
Dr. Alan J. Parker, professor of veterinary clinical 
medicine, traveled to Japan and Denmark for speak­
ing engagements during September. His topic in both 
countries was “neurologic diagnosis” . Dr. Parker was 
in Japan from September 6-20 to address universities 
and local veterinary associations in Tokyo, Osaka and 
Fukuoka. From September 29-October 10, Dr. Parker 
visited Copenhagen, Denmark, where he lectured at 
the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University.
o
Promotions this academic year at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine went to Dr. Ken Holmes in 
veterinary biosciences, Dr. Dean Scoggins in veteri­
nary extension and Dr. Deoki Tripathy in veterinary 
pathobiology. Drs. Holmes and Scoggins were pro­
moted to associate professor while Dr. Tripathy was 
promoted to professor.
o
Kerri Austin, a scientific photographer at the college, 
won the Best of Show Award with one of her photos 
during the Biological Photographic Association’s 
Regional Meeting held at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. The winning photograph was a color print 
entitled “Bovine Fetus” .
o
Dr. Deoki N. Tripathy, veterinary pathobiology, at­
tended the World Veterinary Congress in Perth, 
Australia in August and presented an invited paper on 
control of duck diseases at a Congress satellite meeting 
on disease prevention and control in poultry in 
Sydney. Dr. Tripathy also visited the Department of 
Microbiology at Monash University, Clayton, Victoria, 
Australia.
o
Dr. Brendan McKiernan, assistant professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine, stepped down as presi­
dent of the Comparative Respiratory Society at the 
Third Veterinary Respiratory Symposium in late Oc­
tober. The Society, founded in 1978, is open to 
veterinarians, physicians and other allied health pro­
fessionals and scientists who share a special interest in 
the understanding of respiratory systems from a com­
parative aspect. Dr. McKiernan was instrumental in 
founding the organization and has served as its only 
president. In addition, Dr. McKiernan edits the pro­
ceedings of the Society’s symposiums and serves as 
editor of the organization’s semi-annual bulletin. The 
society currently has 80 members, consisting of 
veterinary educators and clinicians, physicians, and 
basic scientists.
o
Dr. Feng Jie Liu, from Henan Province in mainland 
China, arrived at the college in October as a visiting 
scholar in parasitology. She will spend the next year 
studying and doing research in parasitology under the 
direction of Dr. Ken Todd, professor of veterinary 
parasitology, and Dr. Norman Levine, professor 
emeritus of veterinary parasitology.
o
Dr. William Wagner, professor and head of veteri­
nary biosciences, spoke to the Board of Trustees of the 
Morris Animal Foundation on December 3 in Captiva 
Island, Florida. Dr. Wagner represented the Founda­
tion’s panel on canine birth control and assessed the 
situation and needs if progress is to be made in pro­
ducing an acceptable means of birth control for dogs.
o
Dr. Ann Johnson, an assistant professor in 
veterinary clinical medicine, recently received $2,500 
from Animal Surgical Services to do orthopedic 
research in small animal surgery. Dr. Johnson plans to 
use the funds for a research project on bone grafting. 
In her study, she hopes to develop a more effective 
way of grafting large defects in bones. This procedure 
will be used on animals which have sustained severe 
fractures with loss of cortical bone.
o
Dean Richard E. Dierks has been appointed to a 
legislative task force from the National Association of 
State Universities and Land Grant Colleges that will 
work on redrafting Title XIV of the 1985 Farm Bill. 
The Title XIV Section of the Farm Bill deals with fund­
ing authorizations for research, teaching and extension 
programs at Land Grant Institutions. Dr. Dierks will 
serve as the representative of the Commission on 
Veterinary Medicine and the Council of Deans of the 
American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges 
on the legislative task force.
o
Dr. William Wagner, professor and head of the 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences, has been 
elected a member of the governing council of the Con­
ference of Research Workers in Animal Disease 
(CRWAD). Elected at the 64th annual meeting of the 
organization on November 13 in Chicago, Dr. Wagner 
will serve a four year term. CRW AD is an organization 
encompassing researchers working in animal disease. 
The organization was founded to provide a forum for 
previously unpublished research in animal disease. 
Members of the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine faculty presented 15 papers at 
the most recent meeting.
o
Dr. Mark A. James, visiting assistant professor in 
veterinary pathobiology, was an invited speaker at the 
2nd International Immunoparasitology Symposium 
held in Lincoln, Nebraska during August. He spoke on 
“Characterization of Culture-Derived Soluble Babesia 
bovis Antigens.” Dr. James has returned from a two- 
year stay in Venezuela where he worked on a research 
project jointly sponsored by the University of Illinois 
and the Universidad Centro-Occidental Lisandro 
Alvarado, located in Barquisimeto, Venezuela. The 
project was titled “Study of Hemoparasitic Diseases in 
Venezuela” .
o
Five works by Samuel Giannavola, biomedical pho­
tographer, were chosen for exhibition at the 53rd An­
nual Meeting of the Biological Photographic Associa­
tion in Dallas, Texas. Of those five items, one received 
a second place award and two received honorable 
mention. The second place entry was a display 
transparency titled “Feline Urogenital Tract with 
Tumor” . The honorable mentions included a display 
transparency, “Chambered Nautilus”  ^and a black and 
white print, “Feline Urogenital Tract with Tumor.”
o
Dr. Erwin Small, professor of veterinary clinical 
medicine and an associate dean at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, traveled to 
Norway, Finland and Sweden for a series of seminars 
with the Society for International Veterinary Symposia 
during September and October. Dr. Small serves as 
program chairman for the society.
o
Dr. Ronald D. Smith, associate professor of 
veterinary pathobiology, spent two months in 
Ecuador, Brazil and Uruguay during late summer. Dr. 
Smith was in Ecuador to critique a proposal on 
hemoparasitic diseases of cattle, and in Brazil and 
Uruguay to assess research on tick-borne diseases. His 
trip was sponsored by the Interamerican Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).
o
Dr. Paul R. Fitzgerald, professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, presented an invited paper on “The 
Coccidia of Fishes” at the First International Sym­
posium of Ichthyoparasitology at Ceske Budejovice, 
Czechoslovakia during August. Dr. Fitzgerald also 
served as chair of the section on protozoan diseases of 
fishes.
o
Dr. Erwin Small was reelected to a second four-year 
term as Chairman of the Scientific Program Commit­
tee for the American Veterinary Medical Association.
o
Dr. William Wagner, head of veterinary bio­
sciences, and Dr. Gregg BeVier, visiting assistant 
professor of veterinary biosciences, were keynote 
speakers at the Fifth International Conference on Pro­
duction Diseases in Farm Animals at Uppsala, Sweden 
August 10-12. They delivered two of the six keynote 
talks for the session on “Agalactia Post-partum” and 
“Reproductive Disorders with Special Emphasis on 
Management” .
ICI Americas First Underwriter of Animal Poison Control Center
ICI Americas of Wilmington, Delaware has become 
the first underwriter of the Animal Toxicology Hotline, 
the nation’s first Animal Poison Control Center 
(APCC) located at the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The company presented a check 
for $12,000 to Dr. William B. Buck, Director of the 
APCC. These funds assisted the Poison Control 
Center in the purchase of its own computer equip­
ment. The company will also donate an additional 
$8,000 over the next four years to defray part of the 
operational costs of the computer.
The new computer replaces leased equipment and 
enables APCC  personnel to develop a data base on 
animal poisons and their antidotes. Dr. Buck also pro­
jects that programs will be developed to provide a 
source of information on the incidence and distribution 
of poisoning in animals on a national basis.
ICI Americas, a major manufacturer of rodenticides 
and agricultural chemicals, is the first company to 
become an underwriter of the APCC , although about 
20 other companies are considered major supporters. 
Underwriting involves a commitment of at least 
$20,000 for the APCC . Underwriters may include the 
toxicology hotline phone number on product labels as 
a preventive measure against potential problems with 
their products.
The nationwide animal toxicology hotline has been 
operating on the University of Illinois Urbana- 
Champaign campus since September 1978. Day or 
night, a caller can obtain information and advice about 
known or suspected cases of poisoning or chemical 
contamination. Animal owners are always encouraged 
to call their local veterinarian first. However, if more 
information is needed, the APCC  Hotline is available.
In addition to the hotline, the APC C  maintains a 
team of specialists ready to investigate suspected or 
potential poisoning or chemical contamination prob­
lems in animals when telephone conversation seems 
inadequate. The demand for the service has grown 
such that the ten veterinary toxicologists staffing the 
APCC  currently handle nearly 600 calls a month from 
throughout the United States and Canada.
